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STORY ABOUT SEEING THE POSITIVE IN EVERYTHING

8 Guruji:
# When you forgive, then, if at all you do a mistake, the other people also
forgive you. These are simple things that we have to learn. These are not
very great spiritual sadhanas. They are just practicalities. The art of living. Living
harmoniously, positively. Not always complaining, seeing the negativity in the people,
“He has done like that...” Bhagavan, everyday that he sees the positive, so much so,
that it so happened that in Tiruvannamalai there was a bandit, a rowdy, a gangster,
and he used to harass people like anything. In those days there were no houses between
the town and the ashram. The ashram was almost far away. And, after 7 o’clock, the
ladies and people were afraid to go to the town, because in the beginning days, ladies
were not allowed to stay in the ashram, they had to go back to the town. And this man
used to harass the ladies and those people who were going round the hill, taking
money from them. He was almost a terror in the town. One day it so happened that
the great villain, he passed away. And everybody in the ashram was almost celebrating
his death. “Oh, he has died. He’s gone! The curse has been removed from the town.”
And then everyone was talking in a jubilant manner. “Have you heard the good
news? That man has died!” Like that. And, they were so much engrossed in their
talk, that even infront, in the presence of Bhagavan, they started talking amongst
themselves. Usually in India, it is disrespectful to be engrossed in their own talk in
front of a saint. They were so engrossed, because it was such good news for them.
And they started telling the stories. “Oh, that man has done like that to that woman
the other day. Oh, he has pick pocketed that man. He has manhandled that man.”
Like that they were telling their experiences, sharing their experiences. They were all
narrating their leelas. And after the whole thing, the whole narration and everything
had subsided, then it was Bhagavan’s turn to participate in the whole discussion.
Then he said, “Maybe it is all true, but he used to be very clean. He used to take bath
thrice a day.” Perhaps that is the only good quality in him, and he pointed it out, and
then he kept quiet. See in such a thing also, how he saw the positive thing. A person
who is always trying to see something beautiful, glorious - why should his eyes fall
on something ugly? Even in such a person he used to see... even though that is a very
insignificant good quality - taking bath thrice a day and keeping himself clean. And
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he knew it, and he pointed it out and kept quiet. That is one of the
wonderful characteristics which expresses from Bhagavan.
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